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Building Communities

'ROUND THE MOUNTAIN 'Round the Mountai n: Sout hwe
FACTS Artisan Network is a region rich in craft and culture.

GEOGRAPHIC REGION SERVED Created in the fall of 2004 as aresultofthe 'Round t he Mount ariam6s e f

The southwest Virginia counties of Bland, Virginia Works Initiative, 'Round the immeasurable richness to the lives of its

Buchanan, Carroll, Dickenson, Floyd, Mount ainds (RTM) mi s snmembers,ithsis impoving theanomrreu ni t y ¢
Franklin, Giles, Grayson, Lee, Montgomery, sustainable economic development of the overall quality of life. It also creates jobs and
Patrick, Pulaski, Russell, Scott, Smyth, regionds communiti es gbneratessevanige and mmgdollars that help
Tazewell, Washington, Wise and Wythe, artisans with marketing, educational and sustain its communities. Consider the

and the cities of Bristol, Galax, Norton and entrepreneurial opportunities. following data showing the indirect economic
Radford. impact of 'Round the Mountain:

With more than 350 artisans, agri-tourism
businesses and craft venues as members, ECONOMIC IMPACT (FY 2008):
RTM serves as a clearing house and (total industry impact of organizations & audiences)

POPULATION SERVED
Approximately 631,157 regional residents

ATTENDANCE (FY 2008) communication network for information and ~ * Total Expenditures: $632,286
15,186, plus 175,000 National Folk Festival services to benefit artisans and the * Full-time Equivalent Jobs: 17.5
attendees and an additional 3,285 artist and/ agricultural community. * Local Taxes & Fees Generated: $30,286

CIUEEEERS L e COMMUNITY IMPACT * State Taxes & Fees Generated: $32,555

CONTACT INFO * Develops partnerships with local and Source: Americans for the Arts Economic Prosperity

‘Round the Mountain regional organizations for training; CaliaulEie

www.roundthemountain.org * Finds financial and technical resources

(276) 492-2080 for artisans and their products; As_these facts reveal,. t_he value .of the arts to
Establlshedare nal Arti ans Trail building 8 and sustainingd Vi r gi ni a0 s

iThe RTM Web site is t et dhic cBH %ec#ng €SII 1§ art k communities cannot be overemphasized.

want, as well as opportunities to demonstrate,
such as at the Settler Museum in Rural
Retreat, [which] found my information on the

studios, farms, galleries, communities

and associated points of interest; iover the years we have

RTM craft regi Janrlipwieaki * Created an interactive Web site linking 3 number of ways and lately the public seems
Local artisan visitors with destination points; more enthusiastic about
: : : * Designed a public education effort to studios. We have already had visitors who
Arhe Artisan Trails are the best way for artisans communicate the value of locally- found us through the 'Round the Mountain Web
to earn income from the work of their hands. produced crafts and food; site. We expect RTM, with its professional staff
E';':ﬁé’] z:‘r:;tas V‘g‘gfg;ﬂ;&ir‘;gigz‘gzémg Ithe life Provides the infrastructure and means  and well-organized network of volunteers wil
believe we, s e e for localities with similar interests to link help us to reduce our reliance on craft shows
not only as to how we make the objects we U aiffeli 12lzee @) (220Le2s 20 and wholesale.o
sell-but we | et them know *wi8SPnsorsasgmi-gnnual conference - David Hoffman
Givite @ e[ on Building Sustainable Creative Local artisan and RTM member
Economies.

Local artisan and RTM member

VFTAIVFTA Foundation 1 E. Cary Street Richmond, VA 23219 804.644.2787
'Round the Mountain is a grant recipient of the Virginia Commission for the Arts.
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http://www.artsculturalcouncil.org

